Perioperative optic neuropathy following off-pump coronary artery bypass grafting.
Visual loss from ischemic perioperative optic neuropathy (PON) rarely occurs during the postoperative period of patients undergoing cardiac surgery. Since the first description, PON has been associated with cardiopulmonary bypass (CPB), being some CPB-related complications and epiphenomena considered the causes of such terrible complication. In particular, the risk for micro-embolization during aortic cannulation and clamping, the CPB-related inflammatory response, the hemodilution and the hypothermia during CPB could be responsible of PON. However, some cases of PON still remain idiopathic. We report here a very rare case of PON following off-pump surgery in a patient with severe coronary disease and multiorgan comorbidities. The case reported opens the debate on the potential mechanisms underlying PON, other than cardiopulmonary bypass.